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 At the dawn of the 20th century
Sibletown was Harrisburg’s dirty collar.
West of it, across the tracks, nearer the
river,†“City Beautiful” was boasting new
houses, real granolithic sidewalks and Elm-
lined streets; you couldn’t find any in
Sibletown.

Among many pet names for the city’s
poorer side of town was the†“Brooklyn
Annex.” Comparing the hovels of South
Harrisburg to the panelwood shanties of the
worst of New York was one of the more

printable sobriquets around. Real old-tim-
ers dubbed the place†“Smoky Row.”
Sibletown, much of it stretching along 11th,
now Cameron Street, stood deep among the
filthy smokestacks of an industrial corridor.

Founded by contractor William H. Sible
(1823-1904) sometime before 1871, the
neighborhood in its original form was
loosely bounded by Herr to Verbeke, and
from Paxton Creek to 12th streets. Sible was
a carpenter by trade and had come to Har-
risburg from Willawalla in Bradford County

folowing the Civil War. Probably his best
development was College Block (1866)
which once stood at the northwest corner of
Third and Strawberry streets. Sible was an
avid hunter and fisherman and his fellow
Democrats elected him their Seventh Ward
representative to common council in 1885.

Sibletown’s development however, was
more like a few seeds thrown to the wind.
No one wanted to live along dirty Paxton
Creek. Once meandering and swampy, the
creek had been rechanneled (read: straight-
ened) but was continually clogged by trash,
dead animals as well as driving people out
of their senses from its smell. A number of
illegal private sewers also flowed into the
stream which made a mess during the an-
nual Spring floods. Later, in 1913 (and pre-
EPA), its bed would be concreted.

According to historian Paul B. Beers,
Sible erected his first rentals using old rail-
road cars for lumber. His tenants were
largely African American laborers who
worked at the nearby Harrisburg Car Works
or the adjacent Pennsylvania Railroad.
Sibletown was a predominantly black neigh-
borhood, the largest so in the city. Sible’s
monotonous rows of frame dwellings stood
in bunches along 11th and long-vanished 11_
streets, and can be seen on early city maps
and atlases.

Low wages and cheap rents notwith-

 Bell Tolls For Sibletown History

Harrisburg Lost and Found:  BY KEN FREW

Herr Street Mennonite Church Photograph: Ken Frew (continued on page 4)
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Pillar Party –
A Good Time Was Had By All!

Special Presentation By
Representative Ron Buxton

HHA hosted their annual Pillar Party on Thursday, September 26, 2002 at the spec-
tacular home of Steve Batdorf, 2212 N. 2nd Street.  The evening provided an opportunity to
honor this distinguished level of contributors to HHA, whose continued support we very
much appreciate and value.  It was truly a lovely evening for all who attended.

As an extra-special feature of the evening, we were so honored to have The Honor-
able Ron Buxton as our guest.  Representative Buxton presented HHA with a $10,000
grant check from the Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED).
This money was put towards the skylight restoration project on the HHA building, which
was completed in early 2002.  We very much appreciate Representative Buxton’s assis-
tance in getting this grant!  (See photograph below).

     Thank you to Shirley Blough and her
Committee for coordinating such a lovely
evening!  The house was absolutely beau-
tiful, the table looked lovely and the food
was delicious!  Thanks to all the many
people who volunteered their time mak-
ing/donating food, helping to set-up and
helping with clean-up.  A BIG thank you
to Lindsey Mills and Delores Doud for
offering their catering expertise for the
evening!

     A special thank you to Steve Batdorf
for opening his beautiful Second Street
home for our party.  What a treat!

Following is a list of all the many volunteers who
helped to make the Pillar Party a great success:

Carrie Baker Lindabeth Parker

Steve Batdorf Sally Parker

Diane Beible Tom Potter

Shirley Blough Daisy Prosser

Alana Bubnis Gretchen Sullivan

Delores Doud Rita Warner

Terry Hanyok Jill Williamson

Kathy Lemke Victoria Zellers

Diane McCormick Judy Zerbe

Lindsey Mills

The Honorable Ron Buxton presented
a $10,000 DCED Grant check to the
HHA Board of Directos.
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THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
By Penny M. Poerksen, Executive Director

“Gables And Gears” A Guided
Bicycle Tour Of Harrisburg

Historic Attractions
To showcase Harrisburg’s architectural treasures to a new

audience, Historic Harrisburg Association (HHA) and the
Harrisburg Bicycle Club are teaming up for the first “Gables
and Gears,” a guided bicycle tour of Harrisburg’s historic
attractions. From colorful Shipoke to autumn-tinged
Bellevue Park, from Front Street’s stately mansions to Mid-
town streets that retain their 19th-century charm, bicyclists
will learn more about the unique places and people popu-
lating Harrisburg’s historical landscape. The event offers
HHA the opportunity to introduce itself to the Harris-
burg area’s bicycling enthusiasts.

All interested bicyclists may participate, whether or
not they belong to the Harrisburg Bicycle Club. The mod-
erately paced ride will begin at 10 a.m. Sunday, October
20, at HHA, 1230 North Third Street, Harrisburg, and
will end there with refreshments. Parking is available
across the street at the Broad Street Market.

Reservations are not required. For more information,
call Marc Farrell, 233-4873.

It is so hard to
believe that Fall is
upon us, but as

usual HHA is
busy planning

for many upcoming
events. Read on for more information:

The 29th Annual Candlelight House
Tour will be held on Sunday, December 15,
2002. “Holiday Happenings” will feature
many lovely homes in the historic neighbor-
hoods of Heckton, Dauphin and Fishing
Creek Valley Road. (For more information,
see related article).

The 11th Annual Elegant Progressions
will be held on Friday, December 6 and Sat-
urday, December 7, 2002. This delightful pro-
gressive dinner party will feature 3 lovely
homes in Hershey, PA. This is a truly excep-
tional way to kick off the holiday season!

Our Fall Lecture Series is in full swing.
We were so honored to have Ernest
Morrison, local author and historian, who
provided a wonderful presentation on the
“City Beautiful Movement”. Thank you,
Ernie, for sharing such interesting
information.(For more information, see
related article).

HHA
Clean-Up Day

We have scheduled an
HHA “Clean-Up” Day for

Wednesday, October 16,
2002 from 5:30PM – 7:30PM

at HHA. We need as many
helpers as possible to come

out and assist with cleaning
up our building. Additionally,

HHA has “Adopted the Block”
around our building on

Verbeke and Third Streets, so
we really need your help

cleaning up our grounds. If
you are interested, please call

the HHA offices at 233-4646.
We will provide beverages

and pizza for all those who
volunteer.

HHA has started doing historic walk-
ing tours again. If you have not had the op-
portunity to participate, I hope you will, our
tour guide, Vance Enck is a delight! Addi-
tionally, please note our upcoming Historic
Biking Tour in mid-October, another great
way to learn about some of Harrisburg’s his-
toric properties and get exercise at the same
time! (For more information on both
tours, see related articles).

Thank you for your continued support
and dedication to Historic Harrisburg Asso-
ciation. Please feel free to call me at 233-
4646, if you have questions or need assis-
tance. I can also be reached by email at
ppoerksenhha@onemain.com.

Thanks to all!!!!

HHA Turns 30 Years Old In 2003!
Did you know that HHA is turning 30 next year? I am sure many of you did. To

recognize this momentous occasion, we are starting initial planning for a 30-Year
Celebration. We are interested in any ideas or suggestions that you may have. I en-
courage you to get involved, it is another way to support HHA, meet some new friends
and help plan a very special event to signify this milestone in HHA history. If any of
you would be interested in serving on the Planning Committee, please call the HHA
offices at 233-4646.  We would like to schedule a meeting in late October or early
November.
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standing, small-time contractors such as
James R. Diven who followed Sible, had to
be periodically reined in for erecting what
the city building inspector
called†“unsubstantial and unsanitary dwell-
ings.” No one was calling the
neighborhood†‘Diventown’ anyway.

A number of white churches explored
outreach programs in the area. In 1875 un-
der the sponsorship of Pine St. Presbyterian
Church, Bethany Sunday School opened on
Herr above 11_ street. Bethany was directed
primarily at the foreign population. In 1892
they erected a permanent chapel at Cameron
and Cumberland which is today the present
Bethany AME.

Sibletown’s streets ran thick with Eu-
ropean immigration. Austrians, Hungarians,
Italians and Slavonics had come to Harris-
burg because of the construction boom, the
new Capitol, the mills, but found not even a
place to worship (excepting the Italians)
unless they journeyed to Steelton on Sun-
day. The Reverend James A. Walker, pastor
of the all-black St. Luke’s AME Zion at 11_

and Cumberland began sermonizing on what
he called†“The Shame of Sibletown.” His
service on Sunday, September 2, 1906,
brought out his eminence, Mayor Edward
Z. Gross.

“I wish the better element of this large
city would come out here,” reported the
Harrisburg Telegraph, who had sent along
a reporter to note Walker’s censuring of the
gathered.†“If their (sic) is a fight in the
streets it attracts you . . . but with the visita-
tion of a Christian Mayor and the Gospel of
Jesus Christ you sit there with dumb expres-
sions on your faces,” said Walker.

Unfortunately St. Luke’s was probably
ill-equipped to back up their minister. But a
larger African American congregation came
to the rescue of non-English-speaking
Sibletown. In October of 1907, Tabernacle
Baptist Church, then located on Forster St.,
broke ground at the corner of Herr and Julia
streets for erection of a chapel. Mayor Gross,
evidently still roiling since Rev. Walker’s
words, rounded up a few quality donors in
grocer Mahlon Evans and banker William

K. Alricks who funded the construction.
Placed in charge of the new Tabernacle

Baptist Chapel, was a breakaway Roman
Catholic, the Rev. L.L. Zboray who had re-
cently shed priesthood studies before arriv-
ing in the city. Zboray’s chapel would be a
real coming together of Sibletown, the races,
the nationalities, the denominations. So
many immigrants filled its tiny pews in fact,
services had to be held in multi-languages.
Dedicated on Sunday, April 12, 1908, the
one-story brick and brownstone auditorium
was kept architecturally spare, no spire, no
fancy windows, not even a kitchen until one
was added by the Mennonites years later.

Down through the years, 1026 Herr St.,
which became Herr St. Baptist Church,
eventually sold out to a Lititz group of Men-
nonites who had begun holding part-time
services there in 1953. A decade later they
purchased the chapel from the dwindling
Baptist group, enlarging it slightly. In 2002,
Herr St. Mennonite Church remains a 25-
member, engagingly historic presence led by
Pastor Harold H. Lefever. If you want to
know what the real Sibletown was about,
the soul of the community as it were, either
Herr St. Mennonite or Bethany AME’s con-
gregation would undoubtedly welcome a
visit some Sunday.

Once 2,000 members-strong, original
Sibletown has today all but disappeared fol-
lowing the devastation of 1972’s Agnes
Flood. It’s not smoky anymore that’s for
sure. But heck, Brooklyn probably doesn’t
look as good.

Salvage For Sale
When the Senate Hotel was torn

down, HHA was the recipient of
many large and small stones from the
structure of the hotel. They are very
historic, some with intricate detail,
and are a special remembrance of
this wonderful Harrisburg landmark.
We have several of these and not
enough room to keep them. The
large stones will cost $50.00 and the
small stones will cost $25.00. If you
are interested  and wish to purchase
any stones, please contact our HHA
offices at 233-4646. You will also
need to make arrangements to pick
them up yourselves, they are ex-
tremely heavy and will require spe-
cial equipment to move them.

Outstanding Volunteers
Honored At Annual Picnic

On Monday, August 26, 2002, HHA hosted its annual Volunteer Picnic at the
lovely Peter Allen House in Dauphin, PA. This annual event is HHA’s opportunity to
thank the many wonderful volunteers who have been so supportive of our organiza-
tion.

A very special THANK YOU, to Frank and Barbara Pinto, owners of the
Peter Allen House, who were so kind to open their home for this occasion! Everyone
so enjoyed themselves and how fortunate we were to have such a beautiful summer
evening. Thank you also to Chef Frank and his helpers for the delicious hamburgers
and hotdogs. Thanks to all the many volunteers and board members who donated or
made food items for the picnic – it was greatly appreciated!

The 2002 HHA Volunteer Awards were presented at the picnic, which honored
2 outstanding individuals who had gone above and beyond the call of duty in helping
the HHA organization. The Winners were:

LUTHER E. (CHIP) MILSPAW, JR., ESQ.
2001 Volunteer Recognition Award

VICTORIA A. ZELLERS
 2001 Distinguished Service Award

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR
OUTSTANDING WORK AND DEDICATION

TO THE HHA ORGANIZATION!

 Bell Tolls For Sibletown History continued from page  1…
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29th Annual
Candlelight House Tour
“Holiday Happenings”

Historic Harrisburg Association (HHA) presents its 29th Annual
Candlelight House Tour, “Holiday Happenings”, on Sunday, De-
cember 15, 2002 from 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm and will feature a
variety of lovely homes in the Village of Heckton, Dauphin and
Fishing Creek Valley Road. The Pennsylvania Governor’s Man-
sion will again be an added attraction to our tour!

Tickets will be available by November 15, 2002. The cost is
$12.00 in advance and $15.00 the day of the tour. Tickets will be
made available at several locations on both the East and West
Shores. (Ticket locations are listed on page 6).

This is truly a spectacular event and is one of HHA’s many
opportunities to show off Harrisburg’s unique neighborhoods and
build support for its essential work in historic preservation. We
hope all of you, your friends, relatives and co-workers can at-
tend and support this lovely afternoon. It is yet, another opportu-
nity to continue enjoying the beautiful sights and sounds of the
holiday season!

For further information, please contact the HHA offices at (717)
233-4646.

More Dates Set
for HHA

Walking Tours
As you know, HHA has been offering

Historic Walking Tours, which includes tour-
ing the areas of the Capital, State Street, parts
of Front and Second Streets and discussing
the various types of architecture along the
way. Our Tour Guide, Vance Enck has set
some dates for October and November 2002:

Friday, October 11, 2002

Saturday, October 26, 2002

Saturday, November 16, 2002

All tours meet on the steps of the Capi-
tal, looking down State Street, and begin-
ning at 10:00 am and ending at 11:30 am.
The cost is $5.00 for HHA members and
$8.00 for HHA non-members. You are ex-
pected to pay the day of the tour, cash or
checks will be accepted.

We hope many of you can attend. Thank
you for your continued support of HHA!

2002 Fall Lecture Series
During September, October and No-

vember 2002, we are again featuring our
“Fall Lecture Series” at our monthly mem-
bership meetings. All of the lectures will be
held at the Historic Harrisburg Resource
Center, beginning at 7:00 pm and will pro-
vide informative and educational informa-
tion for you as HHA members on important
topics of the day. These events are free and
open to the public. Light refreshments will
be served immediately following the presen-
tation. We invite you to bring your friends,
neighbors and colleagues.

We “kicked off” our “Fall Lecture Se-
ries” on Monday, September 23, 2002 with
Ernest Morrison, a local author and histo-
rian. He discussed the beginning of
Harrisburg’s “City Beautiful Movement.”
This was a very informative evening for all
who attended. Thank you Ernie for your out-
standing presentation!

On Monday, October 28, 2002, we will
feature,Vance Enck, native of Harriburg

retired school teacher and currently our
Guide for the Historic Walking Tours.
Vance’s topic will be “Balustrades, Barge-
boards and Brackets: A Victorian Archi-
tectural Dessert”. Vance has lived away
from Harrisburg for many years and recently
returned. We are very happy to feature him
as part of this lecture series.

On Monday, November 25, 2002, the
final installment of our “Fall Lecture Series”
will feature Jim Schmick, owner of Civil
War and More in Mechanicsburg, founding
President of the Camp Curtin Historical
Society, member of HHA and recipient of
several “Historian of the Year” awards. Jim
will share a slide presentation on the
“Monuments of Gettysburg” and will fo-
cus on the history and design of these im-
portant landmarks. This is sure to be a very
educational evening and I encourage all of
you to attend.

(Please look for upcoming informa-
tion on our Spring 2003 Lecture Series)

Gallery Walk
2002 – A Great

Success!
The 14th Annual Gallery Walk, spon-

sored by the Art Association of Harrisburg
was held on Sunday, September 8, 2002.
HHA was one of several locations that pro-
filed a local artist. We were so fortunate to
exhibit the work of Rose Boegli, owner of
One Wish Designs, a commercial arts stu-
dio. She is best known for her lithographic
prints, watercolors and paintings. These have
been exhibited at HHA, Gallery Walk and
Millersville University. Rose has also been
the featured artist for several of our House
Tours over the years. Her work will continue
to be exhibited at HHA over the next sev-
eral weeks, so please stop by. Thanks so
much Rose!!!

Thank you to Daisy Prosser, Minnie
Morrison and Clare Jones for volunteer-
ing their time at Gallery Walk. We had ap-
proximately 150 people come through our
building and everyone seemed to really en-
joy the exhibit. Gallery Walk was a great
success and we look forward to participat-
ing again in future years.
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HHA Phone-A-Thon
Charlie Wilson and the Membership Committee

have scheduled another phone-a-thon for
Thursday, October 10 from 7:00 pm – 9:00
pm at HHA. We still need a few more vol-
unteers to assist in making phone calls and
looking up phone numbers. If you are
interested, please call the HHA offices
at 233-4646. Beverages and snacks
will be provided. This is truly a fun
evening, so please come out and
help increase our membership!

HHA Gift Shop
Did you know HHA has a gift shop? Yep, it is housed

in one of the vaults at the back of the main lobby of our
building. We sell artwork, postcards, medallion orna-
ments from our house tours and all kinds
of other good stuff. Did you know that
HHA members receive a 10% dis-
count on all gift shop merchan-
dise? We invite all of you to come
by and take a look. The Gift Shop
is open Monday through Friday
from 9:00AM – 5:30 PM.

Holiday Happenings
;

The Historic Harrisburg Association presents
the 29th Annual Candlelight House Tour on
December 15, 2002 from 1:00 pm-5:00 pm in
the historic neighborhoods of Dauphin, Fishing Creek
Valley Road, and the Village of Heckton.

Advance tickets will be sold at the following locations
starting on November 18, 2002:

Crafty Generations Strawberry Square, Harrisburg 234-5051

Kathie’s Christmas 3309 Hartzdale Drive, Camp Hill 975-0505

Harriett, Too 2120 Colonial Road, Harrisburg 652-5110

Picture This 301 Bridge Street, New Cumberland 774-3131

Historic Harrisburg 1230 North Third. St., Harrisburg 233-4646
Resource Center

Advance tickets are $12, Day of Tour tickets are $15
 and are ONLY available at the Historic Harrisburg Resource Center.
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P I L L A R S
Academy of Medical Arts & Business
African American Museum of Harrisburg
AIA Pennsylvania
Marian & William Alexander
Architecture YTT
Artifex
William Apollo
Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Aronson
Sloan & Susan Auchincloss
Christine & Richard Bair
Terry Barnaby
Shirley Blough
Mrs. Guy Bogar
Caroline E. Boyce
Mary O. Bradley
Mark Bradsahaw, Esq. & Deidra Bradshaw
Dr. David Bronstein
Barbara Bruin
Mr. & Mrs. Brodnax Cameron
Duryea Cameron
Catek Computing/Van Cahall
Mr. and Mrs. John Cramer
Christine Myers Crist
Janice M. Culton
Steven & Leisa Craver
Cumberland Stained Glass
Thomas B. Darr
William & Jill Davidson
Delta Sigma Theta
Christopher & Sheryl DeLozier
Dolores Doud
Dr. Crystal Downing
Andrea & Stephen Evangelista
Wilmer C. Faust
Dr. Charles Fetterhoff
Thom Finn and Bill Hapeman
Fox Ridge Homeowner’s Association

William Goodwin
Lois Lehrman Grass and Bowman Brown
Peggy Grove
Robert D. Hanson
Mary Lou & Raymond Harris
Derek & Margaret Hathaway
Robert and Maxine Haynes
Sue Helm, Century 21 At The Helm
Kjerstine Kelly Hoffman
Gary and Edna Hutchins
Jones Masonry Rest. Corp.
Lillian Juditz
John Kegel and Helen Porter
Sally & Joseph Klein
Dr. & Mrs. Robert T. Kramer
Mr. & Mrs. Donald W. Lappley
Tom Leonard and Janet Day
Margaret Leedom
Jean Lehmer
Kathy A. Lemke
Renee Lieux and Kirk Brechbiel
John & Barbara Long
Maureen Lynn
Ted Martin & Dwayne Heckert
Margaret Masters
Malcolm and Kathleen McDowell
Laurel T. McLeaish, Esq.
Mellon Bank - Frank Fisher
Park Mellott
Midtown Square Action Council
Miller & Associates CPA
David Morrison
Monday Club of Central PA
Mr. & Mrs. Donald E. Murray
Mr. & Mrs. Spencer G. Nauman
New Fox Ridge Homeowner’s Association
Lindabeth Parker

Sallie and Shel Parker
PA Assn. of Community Bankers
Charles Peguese & David Hoffman
Sen. & Mrs. Jeff Piccola
Mark Pickering & Ann Kupfer
Pinnacle Health
Frank & Barbara Pinto
Pride Festival of Central PA
Mayor Stephen R. Reed &
     Committee for a Better Harrisburg
Barbara F. Reily
Rick & Faye Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Henry W. Rhoads
William and Susannah Rothman
Cindy Rowe and David Taylor
Jessie Smith and D. George Parr
Mr. & Mrs. F.M. Richard Simons
St. Stephen’s Episcopal School & Cathedral
Sharon Stabinski
State Museum of PA
Stratus Communication Design, LLC
Kate Stevens
Mrs. Allan Stuart
Jeb and Robin Stuart
Dean J. Touloumes
John C. Tuten
Kurt and Leigh Twiford
Dr. Robert Unger
Vartan Enterprises
Jeff Walters
Gregg and Rita Warner
Mary and Tim Weston
Jane Whitaker
Charles D.A. Wilson
Anne Yellott
Robert R. Zeigler, R.A.
Victoria Zellers

IONIC CAPITALS
Kathleen Knisely

Jeffrey and Joann Lipman
UGI

DORIC CAPITALS
BackYard Benefits

Robert L. Coldren, M.D. and John F. Barnett
John H. Enos, II

First Union National Bank
Janice Culton

Steven L. Daniels
James Facinelli (Restorations Unlimited)

Harriet, Too
Joan Krempl

Hannah Leavitt & Jack Krill
McKissick Associates

Gretchen Sullivan

CAPITALS AND PILLAR MEMBERS

HISTORIC HARRISBURG ASSOCIATION has an active membership of over 1000 individuals, businesses and other sup-
porters. We gratefully acknowledge the support of all members, especially those who have contributed at the following gift levels:

CORINTHIAN CAPITALS
Allied Arts Fund

Anonymous
Greater Harrisburg Foundation

Elizabeth Johnson & Dan Deibler
The Kline Foundation
Milspaw & Beshore

McClure Mechanical Services
Penn National Insurance

PPL
Reynolds Construction
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Historic Harrisburg Resource Center
(former Broad Street Office of PA National Bank)
1230 North Third Street

HISTORIC HARRISBURG ASSOCIATION
1230 North Third Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________

HHA Membership Application
Mail to: Historic Harrisburg Association•1230 N. Third Street•Harrisburg, PA 17102

___ Individual ($25 per year)

___ Household ($35 per year)

___ Sustaining Member ($50 per year)

___ “Pillars of HHA” ($100 per year)

Historic Harrisburg Association is properly registered in Pennsylvania as a charitable organiza-
tion. A copy of the registration and financial information may be obtained from the PA
department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

___ Doric Order ($250 per year)

___ Ionic Order ($500 per year)

___ Corinthian Order ($1000 per year and up)

Yes, I/we want to help preserve the residential, commercial, economic and cultural life of Harrisburg!
Please start my membership at the following gift level:

Members of HHA’s “Capital Club” provide up-
permost levels of support, in the following cat-
egories, which are based on the classical orders
of architecture:

All memberships are renewable annually.
Questions may be directed to 233-4646.

■ Payment Enclosed
Please make checks payable to
Historic Harrisburg Association.

■ Please Bill Me

■ Please charge my VISA/MC
(#)_______________________
Expires:__________________

Authorizing Signature_____________________

■ Please contact me/us about
Volunteer Opportunities


