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Preservation Week 2003
Annual Preservation Awards

Dine Downtown 2003
During the week of May 5 – May 9,

2003, Historic Harrisburg Association will
celebrate National Historic Preservation
Week. “New Frontiers in Preservation” is
the theme. To honor this week, HHA has 2
wonderful evening activities planned.

On Monday, May 5, 2003, 7:00 pm,
we will host our Annual Preservation
Awards Ceremony at the Historic Harris-
burg Resource Center, by which we present
awards to those individuals and/or busi-
nesses who have done outstanding restora-
tion work to the exterior of their property.
Additionally, the Community Historic
Preservation Fund will announce its recipi-
ents of grants, which are awarded to indi-
viduals and/or businesses that are planning
an exterior project to be completed by De-
cember 31, 2003. There will be guest speak-
ers, and a reception immediately following
the program. This is sure to be a very enjoy-
able evening. We hope all of you can at-
tend!

On Wednesday, May 7, 2003, 5:00 pm
– 10:00 pm, for the second year we are host-
ing, “Dine Downtown”. This event will
showcase several downtown Harrisburg res-
taurants:

Appalachian Brewing Company

Café Sol

Cragin’s Brick Haus

The Epic Bar and Grill

Firehouse

Garrason’s Tavern

Mangia Qui

Noma

Passage to India

Raspberries at the Hilton

Sammy’s

Scott’s Bar and Grille

The Spot

Stock’s on Second

St. Moritz

This event show’s HHA’s commitment
to celebrate the renaissance of downtown
and the appreciation we have for our busi-

ness owners. The participating restaurants
will give a portion of the proceeds from the
evening’s food sales directly to the Historic
Harrisburg Association. Revenue from the
event will be instrumental in funding edu-
cational programs and services that HHA
offers.

For further information or questions,
please call the HHA offices at 233-4646.

PLEASE SUPPORT DINE
DOWNTOWN 2003!

2003 Nominations
for Preservation
Awards Needed
The Endangered Buildings Com-

mittee of Historic Harrisburg Associa-
tion is seeking monthly nominations
for the Annual Preservation Awards to
be awarded May 5, 2003.

Major criteria are exterior resto-
rations completed in the previous year,
May 2002 through April 2003.  Awards
are not necessarily limited to Historic
Districts, but should be within the Har-
risburg area.

(continued on page 5)
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2003 Spring Lecture Series
is in Full Swing

Historic Harrisburg Elects Its
2003-2004 Officers and Welcome

Several New Board Members
On Monday, March 24, 2003, we hosted our HHA Annual Meeting, by which our

HHA officers were elected for the 2003-2004 business year.  They are as follows:

President
Renee Lieux

Vice President for
Buildings and Grounds

Craig Peiffer

Vice President for Community Services
Victoria Zellers

Vice President for Corporate Affairs
Frank Pinto

Co-Vice Presidents for Education
Peggy Schenck and
Lindabeth Parker

Vice President for Membership and
Community Relations
Charles D.A. Wilson

Treasurer
Jim Moyer

Our 2003 Spring Lecture Series is on a
roll!

The Gazebo Room, Lombardo’s,
Harry’s, the Alva, the Subway Café – all
conjure images of the days when relatives
by blood and marriage ran many of restau-
rants catering to Harrisburg’s business and
political communities.  Most are gone, at
least in name, but their legends gain in stat-
ure as today’s restaurant renaissance recalls
the glory days of dining out.  Historic Har-
risburg Association celebrates the restaurant
revival and anticipates Dine Downtown – its
own annual night out – with “Historic Res-
taurants of Harrisburg,” the presentation
for the Monday, April 28, 2003 monthly
membership meeting.  HHA Board Mem-
ber, Diane McCormick, shares tales from

the dining rooms and kitchens of the restau-
rants that live in memory and those that re-
main in the city’s social scene.  Combining
reminiscences from restaurant owners whose
names are now legendary – Gekas, Giusti,
Kaldes – with historical research and pho-
tos, she will review the days of cocktail
lounges and upholstered booths.  From the
weeks after Hurricane Agnes when the Sub-
way Café advertised that, like the Leaning
Tower of Pisa, the restaurant, leaned but
didn’t fall, to the Gazebo Room’s venture
into distributing its trademark salad dress-
ing by filling empty liquor bottles.  Ms.
McCormick will present the devotion,
spunk, and hospitality that characterized the
great restaurateurs of another era.

Congratulations to the Following
HHA Board Members That Have Been

Elected to a Three-Year Term:
Janetta R. Brenner

Elli Colon
Christopher Ellis

Darin Hall
Brett Kern
Ted Martin

Vern McKissick
David Morrison

Lindabeth Parker
Frank Pinto

Peggy Schenck
Joni Shenk-Flynn

John Scott
Randy Smedley

Gretchen Sullivan

(continued on page 5)
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THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
By Penny M. Poerksen, Executive Director

` It is hard to be-
lieve that we are

already into April
of 2003 — so
much to ac-

complish over the
course of this year! The beginnings of our
30th Anniversary Year-long celebration have
been wonderful! Our kick-off event in Feb-
ruary was a great success! It was a wonder-

ful evening to reminisce about the beginnings
of HHA and reconnect with some faces we
haven’t seen in awhile. We were so fortunate
because so many of our Past Presidents and
members were able to be there.

Our Annual Meeting in March was also
a success in that we elected our 2003-2004
Officers, as well as new Board Members to
a three-year term. We had wonderful speak-
ers, Carol Witzman and Ray Britcher
from the People’s Bridge Coalition, who
updated us on the exciting advancements
with the Walnut Street Bridge.

We are all really looking forward to our
April Membership Meeting in that we will
be honoring Harrisburg’s Restaurant Roy-

alty. May will focus on Preservation Week
and Dine Downtown, so please mark your
calendars for all the many events planned
for the year.

Thank you as always for your contin-
ued support and dedication to Historic Har-
risburg Association. Please feel free to call
me at 233-4646, should you have questions
or need assistance. I can also be reached by
email at: ppoerksenhha@onemain.com.

   Thanks to all!!!

(l-r) Event sponsors from NRG Energy
Center: William Goodwin and Jan Sockel,
Pres. Renee Lieux, and Ex. Dir. Penny
Poerksen. (l-r) Rep. Ron Buxton and Senator Jeffrey Piccola

(l-r) David Morrison, Penny Poerksen and
Ted Martin, current and former Ex. Dirs.

HHA’s 30th Anniversary Kick-Off
A Smashing Success!

On Monday, February 24, 2003, over 100 people came to Historic Harrisburg Association for the 30th Anniversary Kick-off! It
was a truly wonderful evening and we celebrated with Cake and Champagne! So many of our Past Presidents and HHA Members
were in attendance — it was wonderful to mix and mingle with faces we haven’t seen in awhile! A plaque was unveiled listing all
our Past Presidents and will be displayed in the Historic Harrisburg Association offices.

We were so fortunate to have some extra-special visitors, Senator Jeffrey
Piccola and Representative Ron Buxton, who both made remarks and presented Ci-
tations from the Pennsylvania Senate and House, to commemorate our 30-Year anni-
versary! We were thrilled to have Dauphin County Commissioner Anthony Petrucci,
who also made remarks to help us celebrate this milestone! We received another
Citation from Congressman Tim Holden honoring our 30 years! It was wonderful to
have all the support from the Community.

A special thank you to NRG Energy Center who was the overall corpo-
rate sponsor for the evening! They were well-represented by William Goodwin
and Jan Sockel, who made remarks and helped us celebrate this special anni-
versary!

Past presidents:  (l-r) Bob
Young, Wick Havens, Jr.,
Michael Kushner, Tom
Leonard, David Morrison,
Paul Blust, Gregg Warner,
Kathy Lemke, Renee Lieux.

Did you know that HHA has a new
website? The address is

www.historicharrisburg.com
Please look us up!

(continued on back of insert)
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As Historic Harrisburg Association en-
tered 1979 there was little time to rest on
the past five years achievements. That April,
hard on the heels of the loss of the Telegraph
Building, demolition of the five-story
Donaldson Apartments at 204 North Second
Street for a private parking garage, dealt yet
another blow to the preservation cause. The
Donaldson was a savable building. Erected
in 1905, its concept of multi-unit living was
the first of its kind for the city.

If in every organization there must be
peaks as well as valleys, Historic Har-
risburg found itself down in the hol-
low. Its popular event, the annual
Candlelight House Tour, was aban-
doned when its busy volunteer
core ran into difficulty. Respon-
sibility for the 1979 event was
taken over by an impromptu
committee of previous year par-
ticipants.

HHA made up for the in-
convenience by hosting an ex-
perimental House & Garden Tour
in May of 1980. A decade later it
would be revived to become an an-
nual event.

The newsletter too, fell on hard
times. Following Jeb Stuart’s departure as
editor at the end of 1978, Harrisburg Heri-
tage had to be regrettably scaled back from
10 to 4 issues a year. Judy Dugan, the new
editor, couldn’t continue, and during 1980
publication was suspended altogether with
3 issues of “News Notes” mailed out the 200-
plus members.

 Despite 1979’s dismal beginning, His-
toric Harrisburg’s message of preserving the
integrity of neighborhood and landmark ar-
chitecture was far from being unheard. The
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania aborted
plans to demolish what is now the old Fox
Ridge neighborhood for further Capitol
Complex expansion. Future office growth
was henceforth concentrated in the central
business district and as a result both the
Barto (originally the Masonic Temple) and
State Street Buildings were rehabilitated.

By 1980, the state was also funding the
Downtown Harrisburg Preservation Project.
Jeb Stuart was hired as project director and

 HHA 30th Anniversary Flashback – 1979-1983
Second in a series of articles tracing the 30 Year history of the Historic Harrisburg Association

sole staff member. A number of important
buildings were identified and listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and cre-
ative ways found to stimulate their rehabili-
tation. The Kunkel Building at Third and
Market streets was targeted in this way and
today functions as an arts tower with its
lower levels given over to the Susquehanna
Art Museum.

Succeeding Arnold Kogan as president in the
spring of 1980 was James Mummert who
also chaired the seminal House & Garden
Tour. Jim unfortunately was unable to com-
plete his presidency and vice president
Rosanne McGee stepped forward to com-
plete his term as well as being later elected
president in her own right for 1981-82 and
for 1982-83.

Harrisburg Heritage returned in Janu-
ary of 1981 sporting a fresh new look cour-
tesy of designer Susan Hearn and edited by
past president Harry R. Courtright. It was
published for the first time in its present bi-
monthly format. The Association was rein-
venting itself in other ways also. It had its
first revolving fund project in 112 Conoy St.
that HHA rehabilitated and sold at a profit
after purchasing the dilapidated property
from the Redevelopment Authority.

The election of HHA charter member
Steve Reed as mayor of Harrisburg in No-
vember of 1981 put a friend of preservation
in city hall. Milton, PA’s Thomas R. Dean
Associates was hired by the city to under-
take the first-ever, comprehensive citywide
historic resource survey and several poten-
tial historic districts were identified and cre-
ated years later.

The members met for the final time that
November in Room G-24 at the State Mu-

seum, space where many a plan was
hatched, lifelong friendships made

and the future of long-neglected
buildings decided. HHA began

1982 by moving into a new
“home” at the Harrisburg Civic
Club at Front and North streets.

The early ‘80s also were
a time of branching out for the
Association. Bus trips were or-
ganized to New Market and
Frederick, Maryland and to
Lancaster’s historic district.
Co-founder Frank Pines put to-

gether a fine trip to
Philadelphia’s Society Hill. In a

joint effort with the Harrisburg
Chapter of the American Association

of University Women, HHA published its
first walking tour guide booklet, “Harrisburg
– A Walk Through History.”

Upon Harry Courtright’s exit from the
newsletter, editors Ted Hanson, Grant
Mallett and Monica O’Reily along with a
host of writers kept the information flow-
ing. Thus far it had been quite a ride from
that spirited little group of ten years before

A cadre of committed preservationists
with a vision to spread, a lot of heart and
not much more than determination to egg
them on.

With PA Historical & Museum Com-
mission Executive Director Dr. Larry E. Tice
as guest speaker, Historic Harrisburg cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary on February 28,
1983 at the Civic Club. That spring, Hubert
Peterson was elected president and the As-
sociation pushed on into its second decade
and all the future would hold.

                                            — Ken Frew
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Nominations should fall within guide-
lines set out by the U.S. Department of In-
terior Standards and the Harrisburg Archi-
tectural Review Board guidelines.  Indi-
vidual homes, public buildings, churches and
other organizations are eligible.

Please submit the address of the prop-
erty to be considered, the name and phone
numbers of the owner or contact person and
pictures of the restored property.

Nominations do not imply that awards
will be granted.

For more information, please contact
HHA at 233-4646.

Nominations
continued from page 1…

Guests will include retired and active
members of Harrisburg’s Restaurant Roy-
alty, sharing memories from the heyday –
or at least, the first heyday – of city dining.
The presentation will be given at the His-

2003 Spring Lecture Series continued from page 1…
toric Harrisburg Resource Center, 7:00 pm,
Monday, April 28, 2003.

A special thank you to Carol Witzman
and Ray Britcher, both members of the
People’s Bridge Coalition, who spoke at
our Annual Meeting on Monday, March 24,
2003 and updated us on the progress and
plans for the Walnut Street Bridge.  It was
a very informative evening and we really ap-

preciate their willingness to come and speak
to our membership

All of our Spring Lecture Series events
are held at the Historic Harrisburg Resource
Center, 1230 North Third Street, Harrisburg
beginning at 7:00 pm, unless otherwise
noted.  The Lecture Series are free and open
to the public, light refreshments will be
served afterwards.  Please come join us!

2003 Harrisburg Symphony Prepares
for Their Showhouse and Gardens

Please mark your calendars for the “2003 Harrisburg Symphony Showhouse and Gar-
dens”.  This will feature the lovely, Peter Allen House in Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.
The Peter Allen House is the oldest home in Dauphin County, dating back to 1726.  Through-
out most of the 19th Century, the house served as an inn, tavern and hotel.  The grounds boast
a magnificent Carriage House, stone stable, an old English Cottage and beautiful gardens.
The owners, Frank and Barbara Pinto have been long-time members of HHA.

The Showhouse will run from May 23 through June 15 and is open 7 days a week.
Tickets may be purchased in advance (prior to May 22) for $12.00 each or you may purchase
tickets at the door for $15.00 each.  For further information about the tour, tickets, and direc-
tions, you may call the 24-hour information line at (717) 545-5527, extension 7.

All contributions and proceeds benefit the Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra.
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V
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er

By Daisy Prosser, Executive Assistant Corner

Enough with the cold and snow already!  I’m ready for spring:  for the warmer weather, the birds, and the exciting events
HHA is planning!

A special thank you to Marie Elias and Minnie Morrison for their extraordinary work in getting out the letters to the
membership about our 30th Anniversary Party back in February!  These ladies stuffed, labeled, and sealed over 300 enve-
lopes in no time at all.  Thank you both, very much!  Thank you also to the other numerous volunteers who said they would
help, but were prohibited by the snow.  Thanks also to Vance Enck, who has been helping in our archives during the absence
of our archivist, Judie Zerbe, while she’s been out with a wrist injury.

Dine Downtown is coming up in May, and while it’s not technically a volunteer opportunity as it were, it is a chance for you
to go out to eat and help HHA at the same time.  Think of it as volunteering your palate for a good cause! (See related
article on front page.)

It’s not too early to start thinking about our annual House and Garden Tour.  We will need volunteers to check tickets, help
out in the various homes, and help with planning and serving at the reception.  Please let me know if you’d be interested in
helping us with this.

We are still looking for a Volunteer Coordinator.  Anyone interested in learning more about this, please contact me at 233-
4646.

Thanks for your support—we couldn’t do it without you!

Allied Arts
Fund News

The 2003 Allied Arts Fund Campaign
officially kicked off on March 6, 2003 at
Strawberry Square.  All kinds of wonderful
performances and festivities took place.
Most all of the 42 affiliates were represented
at the kick-off.  The goal for the 2003 cam-
paign is $1,012,000.00.  I am asking each
of you to please consider a contribution to
the Allied Arts Fund.  If you have specific
questions about the campaign, you can con-
tact the AAF offices directly at 233-1694.

Congratulations are in order to Stuart
Weiser, who has recently been named
President of the Allied Arts Fund! He is
currently the President of the Harrisburg
Symphony Association, where he has been
since August 1998.  Mr. Weiser brings 24
years of Arts Management experience to his
new post.  He succeeds Sandy Ballard, who
left Allied Arts for a newly created position
at the Dauphin County Bar Association.  Mr.
Weiser will join the Allied Arts staff offi-
cially on April 7, 2003.

HHA Offering  Historic
Walking Tours In 2003

As was done in 2002, HHA is again offering historic walking tours of the State
Street neighborhood. These tours will be led by our wonderful tour guide, Vance
Enck.  The cost for these is $5.00 for HHA members and $8.00 for non-members.
You must reserve space in advance by calling the HHA offices at 233-4646 and
payment is expected on the day of the tour.  We accept cash or checks only.

The following dates have been scheduled:

Friday, April 18
Saturday, April 26

Friday, May 17
Saturday, May 23

Please mark your calendars and tell your friends, family and colleagues!

More Tour Guides Needed
Additionally, we are looking for more tour guides, training will be pro-

vided, so if you or someone you know would have an interest in leading an
HHA walking tour, please contact our offices at 233-4646.  No experience
necessary, just enthusiasm!
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P I L L A R S
Academy of Medical Arts and Business
African American Museum of Harrisburg
Marian and William Alexander
Architecture YTT
Artifex
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Aronson
Sloan and Susan Auchincloss
Christine and Richard Bair
Terry Barnaby
Drs. Michael and Jane Barton
Shirley Blough
Steven Batdorf
Mrs. Guy Bogar
Caroline E. Boyce
Mary O. Bradley
Dr. David Bronstein
Duryea Cameron
Catek Computing/Van Cahall
Mr. and Mrs. John Cramer
Steven and Leisa Craver
Cumberland Stained Glass
Thomas B. Darr
Mary and William Dallam
William and Jill Davidson
Dan Deibler and Elizabeth Johnson
Delta Sigma Theta
Christopher and Sheryl DeLozier
Dolores Doud
Dr. Crystal Downing
Dr. Charles Fetterhoff
William Goodwin
Lois Lehrman Grass and Bowman Brown
Peggy Grove
Mary Lou and Raymond Harris

Harrisburg Civic Club
Derek and Margaret Hathaway
Robert and Maxine Haynes
Sue Helm, Century 21 at the Helm
Kjerstine Kelly Hoffman
Nicholas and Ellen Hughes
Gary and Edna Hutchins
Jones Masonry Restoration Corp.
Lillian Juditz
John Kegel and Helen Porter
Sally and Joseph Klein
Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lappley
Tom Leonard and Janet Day
Margaret Leedom
Jean Lehmer
Kathy A. Lemke
Renee Lieux and Kirk Brechbiel
John and Barbara Long
Maureen Lynn
Ted Martin and Dwayne Heckert
Margaret Masters
Malcolm and Kathleen McDowell
Vern McKissick, AIA
Laurel T. McLeaish, Esq.
Mellon Bank/Frank Fischer
Park B. T. Mellott
Midtown Square Action Council
David Morrison
Monday Club of Central PA
Jim Moyer
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer G. Nauman
Lindabeth Parker
Sallie and Shel Parker

PA. Assn. Of Community Bankers
Charles Peguese and David Hoffman
Senator and Mrs. Jeffrey Piccola
Mark Pickering and Ann Kupfer
Frank and Barbara Pinto
Pride Festival Of Central PA
Mayor Stephen R. Reed and The Committee

For a Better Harrisburg
Barbara F. Reily
Mr. and Mrs. Henry W, Rhoads
William and Susannah Rothman
Cindy Rowe and David Taylor
Jessie Smith and D. George Parr
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. M. Simons
The Jos. and Helen Simpson Foundation
David E. Sink
St. Stephens Episcopal School and Cathedral
State Museum of PA
Stratus Communication Design, LLC
Kate Stevens
Mrs. Allan Stuart
Jeb and Robin Stuart
Dean J. Touloumes
Kurt and Leigh Twiford
Dr. Robert Unger
Vartan Enterprises
Jeff Walters
Gregg and Rita Warner
Mary and Tim Weston
Jane Whitaker
Charles D. A. Wilson
Anne Yellott
Robert R. Zeigler, R. A.
Victoria Zellers

IONIC CAPITALS
Kathleen Knisely

DORIC CAPITALS
BackYard Benefits

Robert L. Coldren, M.D. and John F. Barnett
John H. Enos, II

James Facinelli and Restorations Unlimited
Harriet, Too

Vern McKissick
Hannah Leavitt and Jack Krill

Gretchen Sullivan

CAPITALS AND PILLAR MEMBERS

HISTORIC HARRISBURG ASSOCIATION has an active membership of over 1000 individuals, businesses and other sup-
porters. We gratefully acknowledge the support of all members, especially those who have contributed at the following gift levels:

CORINTHIAN CAPITALS
Allied Arts Fund

Anonymous
Greater Harrisburg Foundation

The Kline Foundation
Milspaw and Beshore

McClure Mechanical Services
Penn National Insurance

PPL
Reynolds Construction
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Harrisburg, PA

Historic Harrisburg Resource Center
(former Broad Street Office of PA National Bank)
1230 North Third Street

HISTORIC HARRISBURG ASSOCIATION
1230 North Third Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________

HHA Membership Application
Mail to: Historic Harrisburg Association•1230 N. Third Street•Harrisburg, PA 17102

___ Individual ($25 per year)

___ Household ($35 per year)

___ Sustaining Member ($50 per year)

___ “Pillars of HHA” ($100 per year)

Historic Harrisburg Association is properly registered in Pennsylvania as a charitable organiza-
tion. A copy of the registration and financial information may be obtained from the PA
department of State by calling 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

___ Doric Order ($250 per year)

___ Ionic Order ($500 per year)

___ Corinthian Order ($1000 per year and up)

Yes, I/we want to help preserve the residential, commercial, economic and cultural life of Harrisburg!
Please start my membership at the following gift level:

Members of HHA’s “Capital Club” provide up-
permost levels of support, in the following cat-
egories, which are based on the classical orders
of architecture:

All memberships are renewable annually.
Questions may be directed to 233-4646.

■ Payment Enclosed
Please make checks payable to
Historic Harrisburg Association.

■ Please Bill Me

■ Please charge my VISA/MC
(#)_______________________
Expires:__________________

Authorizing Signature_____________________

■ Please contact me/us about
Volunteer Opportunities


